LITHUANIA, ICELAND INITIAL FREE TRADE AGREEMENT. Audrius Navikas, the director of the 
Lithuanian Foreign Ministry's Economics Department, and Bjorgin Gudmundsson, director of the Icelandic 
Foreign Ministry's Foreign Trade Department, initialed a free trade agreement on 9 March in Vilnius, BNS 
reported. The agreement, which will become the basis for a trade and economic cooperation accord, liberalizes 


fish trade and expands ties in fishing between the two countries. -- Saulius Girnius, OMRI, Inc. 


FINNISH FOREIGN MINISTER IN LITHUANIA. Finnish Foreign Minister Paavo Rantanen flew to 
Vilnius on 3 March on a one-day working visit. Talks with Lithuanian Foreign Minister Povilas Gylys focused 
on improving bilateral relations. The two leaders discussed visa-free travel between their countries, which will 
depend on Lithuania's control over its borders. Rantanen expressed support for Lithuania's effort to gain 
associate membership in the European Union and said he hoped that a major stumbling block, the ban on the 


sale of land to foreigners, will be resolved. -- Saulius Girnius, OMRI, Inc. 


SWEDISH FERRY DECIDES TO RETAIN LINKS WITH ESTONIA. The Swedish ferry company 
Nordstrom & Thulin AB announced on 7 March that it was reversing its earlier decision to stop services 
between Sweden and Estonia, Reuters reported. The company, together with the state-owned Estonian Shipping 
Company, operated Estline, whose ferry "Estonia" sank off the coast of Finland on 28 September 1994, 
resulting in more than 900 deaths. This tragedy prompted the company to end ferry services between the two 
countries, but at the urging of the Estonian authorities, it decided to retain the Stockholm-Tallinn ferry link. -- 


Saulius Girnius, OMRI, Inc. 


GERMAN DEFENSE MINISTER SAYS POLAND TO BE AMONG FIRST NEW NATO MEMBERS. 
German Defense Minister Volker Ruehe on 7 March said Poland will be among the first countries to be granted 
admission to NATO. He said that the Visegrad countries were particularly promising candidates, adding "There 
will be different speeds. Poland will certainly be in front in this." Ruehe also noted that Poland has made 
considerable efforts in its political and economic reforms and in adapting its military to NATO standards. -- 


Michael Mihalka, OMRI, Inc. 
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